Meeting Report

ABYC Control Systems PTC
Miami Beach, Florida 
October 14, 2009
Highlights from the ABYC Control Systems Project Technical Committee meeting:
1. P-21, Manual Hydraulic Steering Systems
· Added to P-21 applicable tests as described in P-17.  

· The PTC discussed P-21.17.5 and whether the 3/8-24 UNF bolts are sufficient for the higher horsepower engines.  Testing that was completed some years ago showed that the loads on the steering arm are highest in sliding turns at 25-30 mph - speeds typical of a bass boat.  Loads were measured at ~1950 lbs.  The steering arms are designed to resist 2000 lb force.  Teleflex load charts were reviewed by the PTC.  

· The PTC discussed ‘Normal’ system response rate in P-21.5.11 and determine that this term will not be defined.  

· Metric conversions were inaccurate and were corrected.

· The drift rate of steering (P-21.5.12) was revised from 60 seconds to 5 seconds.
· Steering fluid type may be indicated on the fill cap.
· Shock load tests were discussed and will remain unchanged.  

· The PTC discussed triple and quad engine installations.  Teleflex indicated that the measured loads on these installations are within spec.  Volvo indicated that the loads do not appear to be shared equally among all engines.  The lowest engine/inside engine typically generates the majority of the loads.  Additional testing needs to be done to see how the loads are shared between the engines.

2. P-23 was not discussed due to time constraints.

3.  The next meeting of the PTC will be at the call of the chair.
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