Meeting Report

ICOMIA Technical Committee meeting
Amsterdam, The Netherlands

November 19, 2008
Summary and Highlights of the Meetings of the ICOMIA technical committee and Work Group meetings.
ICOMIA Technical Committee meeting
1. Timeline for Meetings
· The next meeting ISO TC 188 will be held at Brisbane, Australia 18-21 May 2009.
2. TC 188 Update
· The RCD will be amended to address environmental issues such as engine emissions.  Impact study completed.  A wish list is being developed by industry.  Industry response headed by ICOMIA.
· There are currently 24 P members and 16 observers.

· Good progress on fire protection, stability and scantlings.

· At the DIS stage is DC electrical, field of vision from the helm, inflatables, deck safety harnesses and sound assessment.

· IEC 60092-507 has been published and is the electric standard for 3-phase systems.  No EN version yet.

· Navigation lights standard was not approved by ISO but approved by EN.  Strange situation indeed.  
· Scantlings, Part 8, Rudders, is waiting on ISO to translate into French.  Part 9, Appendages, is being used now by boat racing organizations.  Part 5, Design Pressures, still needs to be validated, yet it is a required published standard, encouraged for use!  ICOMIA had requested a grant from IMCI but was not approved by the IMCI board.  This validation was to have been done by Southampton University.
· Inflatables, Part 3, is going to FDIS, Part 4 is still being rewritten, again.  A problem in this part is referencing non-applicable standards; how to resolve?

· WG 5 working on an electronic steering standard that includes joystick control.  Based on a parallel ABYC standard.

· SIS (Sweden) has resigned as the secretariat of TC 188.  BSI (UK) is not interested.  Might be managed in-house by ICOMIA.

· ISO 21487, Permanently installed fuel tanks, has an error in the tank test pressure; 2 kPa should be 20 kPa.
· Confusion over using a revised standard (fire protection) not yet published but declaring compliance to the current published standard.  Is this allowed?

3. Standards harmonization update
· ABYC / ISO fuel system and LPG system comparisons are completed and are published on the ICOMIA and ABYC websites.
· Next work item will be windows and hatches comparison.

· Working on a universal label.  NMMA taking the lead on this project.

· Stability comparison looking at amended tests for bow riders.

· ABYC will look to hire a consultant to assist in this standards comparison work.

4. IMEC
· IMEC reviewed the new RCD for emission and permeation amendments.
· In emissions calculations, the US is different than EU as the US uses fleet average and EU uses maximum values.

· Certification fuel is also a question, US versus EU fuel; major cost differences.

· IMO is amending regulations (emission standards) for CI engines.  Planned to be in place 2016. Right now applies only to yachts over 24m.

· New US exhaust standards for SI engines from EPA, September 2008.  In effect 2010 (diurnal) and 2011 (tank permeation).  Fuel line hose rules applies 2009.  Addresses HC, NOx and CO.  Affects fuel hose and tanks.  Applies only to gasoline boats now.  Refueling spillage is also a challenge to solve.
5. RSG
· 32 notified bodies.  Met twice in the past 6 months.  New RSG Guidelines published in June 2008.
· Still discussing tolerances; important when applying the boats around 12m since it changes requirements for those boats (i.e., 11.99m versus 12.01m).
· Non-compliant exhaust systems cannot be placed on the market (Captain’s choice exhausts).
· Multi hull vessels must have an escape hatch in the hull.

· Currently discussing powered canoes, reference fuel, and closing devises on hatches.

6.   Industry Updates
· HYMAR – Granted research ongoing on hybrid systemed boat.  Will use NMEA 2000 control systems.  Research cost is 2.2million €.  
· EU will have increased biodiesel/ ethanol use. No firm implementation date.

· Inland waterways directives applicable to craft greater than 20m.  Might have some conflicts with recreational craft directive for vessels 20-24m.

· Trailers will be required to have EC certification in 2012, with a transition period 2009-2012.  See ICOMIA letter.

7.  Standards for Boat Fuel Consumption
· Sweden will soon have required engine CO2 reductions.  ICOMIA looking to develop a fuel consumption tool for use by boat builders.
8. New Legal Framework

· Reviewed new definitions with some questions: “placing on the market” (does this exclude private individuals importing boats?), importers, etc.
· The amended RCD will include additional emission requirements. 
· No proposed changes to design categories.

· The amended directive is expected to be finalized in late 2009 and delivered in 2010. Implementation date of 2012 at the earliest, with a two year transition period.
· Notified Bodies will be required to participate in the RSG.  More power will be given to Market Surveillance Authorities.

· Sales of engines is governed by the EU flexibility scale; 50% of sales over seven years.  Must be approved by each member state.  Flexibility scale must be more clearly defined in engines under 37 kW.
· Need to address the suitability of the 5 year rule for CE marking of a boat being placed on the market.  Difficult to monitor in member states with no boat registration.

· Will formally include PWC in all aspects of the direction.

· France submitted the request to have hull escape hatches for overturned multihulls.  This was sent to the ISO work group.  This request has been bouncing around for 10 years. 
· Send any additional RSD comments to ICOMIA.  Due end of November.
9. Tom Marhevko, NMMA, was nominated as Vice-Chair of the ICOMIA Technical Committee.
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